
An object is only as strong as its 
weakest link, and for thousands of 
years humans have been working 
to strengthen these links through 
welding metals together. At an 
industrial scale, welding is impera-
tive to keeping the global supply 
chain moving, especially through 
its contribution to shipbuilding, and 
Japanese fi rm Shikoku Welding 
Electrode is one of the fi rms push-
ing this sector forward with its 
innovative solutions.

Founded in 1947, 
the company is ori-
ented towards large-
scale projects such 
as shipbuilding and 
construction, provid-
ing state-of-the-art 
welding solutions 
for its customers. 
A good example of 
its forward-thinking 
products is the 
TAS-10 flux cored 
wire for all-position 
welding. Applicable 

to both ship and bridge building, 
the TAS-10 uses low-hydrogen type 
fl ux, mainly rutile, and was created 
for speed of use and a wide current 
range. The product also works to 
tackle spatter, a prominent prob-
lem in welding. Shikoku Welding 
president Yuichi Murakami explains 
that the company offers more ser-
vices to help improve its customers’ 
experi- ence: “Our staff sometimes 
go to shipyards to teach workers 
about how to more effectively use 

our products.”
Shikoku Welding 

has expanded from 
its original base in 
the shipbuilding 
city of Imabari, 
building a factory 
in Vietnam as the 
company looks to 
expand its presence 
in Southeast Asia 
with the help of 
sales partners. Viet-
nam is in a period of 
rapid industrializa-

tion and reviving its shipbuilding 
industry for the future. And so the 
Southeast Asian country particu-
larly suits Shikoku Welding and its 
broad goal to contribute to society 
with its products that provide solu-
tions in developing countries. 

Welding has traditionally been a 
male-dominated industry, but Shi-
koku Welding is working to address 
this imbalance especially in the face 
of Japan’s aging population. Mr. 
Murakami says: “I’ve held meetings 
to discuss bringing in more women 
to our staff, asking what kind of 
a working environment would be 
best for them to feel comfortable 
and to work most effi ciently.” 

This commitment to ensuring 
safe working conditions extends to 
Shikoku Welding acting as a trading 
company that purchases personal 
protective equipment (PPE), includ-
ing specialized masks for welding. 
Through its fusion of innovation, 
quality and diversity, Shikoku Weld-
ing aims to continue making a posi-
tive impact as it expands.www.sweco.co.jp/en

For 75 years, Shikoku Welding Electrode has been providing high-quality welding 
solutions for large-scale projects.

Shikoku Welding Electrode: Fusing innovation with quality

Yuichi Murakami, 
President, Shikoku Welding 

Electrode Co., Ltd.
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Founded in 1947, Soda Nikka 
has grown into a trading house 
focused on meeting the wide-
ranging distribution and logistics 
needs of its clients, often small 
and medium-sized companies that 
require specialty chemicals. Taka-
hiko Nagasu, President and Chief 
Executive Offi cer explains more.

“Specialty chemicals meet very 
specifi c needs, and trading compa-
nies who deal with more generic 
products would often no longer 
be necessary. However, even basic 
chemical products can have differ-
ent client specifi cations.

“We recognize that 
one of our roles is 
to deliver such ba-
sic chemicals to 
meet the needs 
of our customers 
in Japan, and in a 

timely manner.”
This desire to do 

what is best for 
its clients has led 

Soda Nikka to work with manufac-
turers to ensure 
that even low 
demand chem-
icals are not 
discontinued 
to the detriment 
of others.

“We take a de-
tailed picture of 
the customer’s 
needs and share 
it with chemical 

manufacturers,” Mr. Nagasu says. 
“Then we engage with them to 
create the right product.”

Finding a viable transition 
material to replace plastics will 
play an important role for Soda 
Nikka as part of its strategy for 
sustainable growth, with the 
company’s current focus being 
biodegradable resins.  

“We are working with man-
ufacturers to develop appli-
cations and build platforms 

for reducing resin content and 
recycling resin products,” says 
Mr. Nagasu, who also highlights 
successes such as the re-pellet-
izing process for multi-layered 
plastic bottles.

Building on international op-
portunities, including fl ood de-
fense systems in Indonesia, one 
area in mind is the advancing 
education sector in developing 
countries, which has increased 
infrastructure demands. As the 
president says, “our goal is to 
provide solutions tailored to the 
needs of the market.”

And to help with this objective, 
Mr. Nagasu has forged a clear path 
for his employees, encouraging 
them to “think outside the box 
and keep their senses active at 
all times to capture what society 
needs, so that both they and the 
company can stay relevant.”

In an industry transitioning towards growth in sustainable products, Soda Nikka continues to succeed through its 
customer-centric approach to targeted business expansion.

Providing tailored solutions to meet market needs

www.sodanikka.co.jp/english

“We look to contribute 
to society through 
repeated co-creation 
with manufacturers 
and partner 
companies.”

Takahiko Nagasu, 
President, 
SODA NIKKA CO., LTD. 
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